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Whereas in communities served by these 

health centers, infant mortality rates have 
been reduced over the past 4 years even as 
infant mortality rates across the country have 
risen; 

Whereas these health centers are built by 
community initiative, and run by the patients 
they serve; 

Whereas Federal grants provide seed 
money empowering communities to find part-
ners and resources to recruit doctors and 
needed health professionals; 

Whereas Federal grants on average con-
tribute 25 % of such a health center’s budget, 
with the remainder provided by State and local 
governments, Medicare, Medicaid, private con-
tributions, private insurance, and patient fees; 

Whereas there are more than 100 health 
centers that receive no Federal grant funding, 
yet continue to serve their communities re-
gardless of their patients’ ability to pay; 

Whereas health centers tailor their services 
to fit the special needs and priorities of their 
communities, working together with schools, 
businesses, churches, community organiza-
tions, foundations, and State and local govern-
ments; 

Whereas health centers contribute to the 
health and well-being of their communities by 
keeping children healthy and in school and 
helping adults remain productive and on the 
job; 

Whereas health centers encourage citizen 
participation and provide jobs for nearly 
100,000 community residents; and 

Whereas National Health Center Week 
raises awareness of the health services pro-
vided by health centers: Now, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of National 
Health Center Week; and 

(2) requests that the President issue a proc-
lamation calling upon the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge this body to identify and 
recognize Health Departments in their own 
districts whose actions have so greatly bene-
fitted and strengthened America’s families and 
communities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 6, 2005 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
July 21, 2005, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives considered numerous amendments to 
H.R. 3199, a bill to reauthorize the Patriot Act. 
While I did vote on a number of these amend-
ments earlier in the day and week, I had to 
depart D.C. on the afternoon of July 21, 2005, 
and travel to New Orleans to attend and testify 
before a Base Realignment and Closure meet-
ing. I was granted an official leave of absence 
by unanimous consent on July 22, 2005 (see 
151 Cong. Rec. H6376–01). I was absent dur-
ing consideration of the following votes. If 
present, I would have voted the following: 

1. Rollcall vote No. 409 (Berman Amend-
ment)—No. 

2. Rollcall vote No. 410 (Schiff Amend-
ment)—Yes. 

3. Rollcall vote No. 411 (Hart Amend-
ment)—Yes. 

4. Rollcall vote No. 412 (Jackson-Lee 
Amendment)—No. 

5. Rollcall vote No. 413 (Boucher Amend-
ment)—No. 

6. Rollcall vote No. 414 (Final Passage)— 
Yes. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 6, 2005 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 
September 6, 2005, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives considered the following pieces of 
legislation: (1) H. Res. 360—Commemorating 
the 60th anniversary of V–J Day and the end 
of World War II in the Pacific; and (2) S.J. 
Res. 19—A joint resolution calling upon the 
President to issue a proclamation recognizing 
the 30th anniversary of the Helsinki Final Act. 
Unfortunately, I was absent and unable to vote 
for these two pieces of legislation, as I was at-
tending to and assisting my constituents and 
their needs in the Third Congressional District 
of Mississippi after the devastating destruction 
caused by Hurricane Katrina on Monday, Au-
gust 29, 2005. I have requested an official 
leave of absence for this time. If present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ for both resolutions. 
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